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The attempt and its result made it certain that in
the attack that was sure to come on Mr. Ward's book,
he would meet with no mercy. As soon as term
began the Board of Heads of Houses took up the
matter; they were earnestly exhorted to it by a letter
of Archbishop Whately's, which was read at the
Board. But they wanted no pressing, nor is it
astonishing that they could not understand the claim
to hold the " whole cycle " of Roman doctrine in the
English Church. Mr. Ward's view was that he was
loyally doing the best he could for "our Church," not
only in showing up its heresies and faults, but in
urging that the only remedy was wholesale submission
to Rome. To the University authorities this was
taking advantage of his position in the Church to
assail and if possible destroy it. And to numbers of
much more sober and moderate Churchmen, sym-
pathisers with the general spirit of the movement,
it was evident that Mr. Ward had long passed the
point when tolerance could be fairly asked, consistently
with any respect for the English Church, for such
sweeping and paradoxical contradictions, by her own
servants, of her claims and title. Mr. Ward's manner
also, which, while it was serious enough in his writings,
was easy and even jocular in social intercourse, left
the impression, in reality a most unfair impression,
that he was playing and amusing himself with these
momentous questions.                                 *

A Committee of the Board examined the book; a
number of startling propositions were with ease picked